
 Art and Design Sequencing Y1-6 YEAR A 
Following the Access Art Pathways Curriculum 

AUTUMN 

Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 
 Spirals 

Drawing, Collage. Sketchbooks 

Gestural Drawing with Charcoal 
Drawing, Sketchbooks 

Typography and Maps 
Design: Typography, Drawing, Collage, Sketchbooks 

Pupils will become familiar with creating 
drawings using their whole body, whilst 
experiencing a range of drawing materials.  
 
Pupils will discover an artist and demonstrate 
their understanding of the artist’s work by 
responding through a making challenge and peer 
discussion. 
 
Pupils will consolidate their understanding of 
how they can make spiral drawings using their 
whole bodies by making “snail drawings”. Pupils 
push exploration of different qualities of line, 
colour blending, and mark making using chalk 
and oil pastels. 
 
Pupils become familiar with what a sketchbook 
can be used for. They will make or personalise 
their own sketchbooks, demonstrating that they 
have ownership of their sketchbook and 
understand that it is a platform for personal 
creative risk taking. 
 
Pupils become familiar with the idea that they 
can make drawings through observation. Pupils 
show an understanding of what a continuous line 
drawing is and have had the opportunity to 
experiment with scale, line and materials. 
 
Pupils will reflect and share what they like and 
what they would like to try again through peer 
discussion.  
 

Pupils will explore charcoal as a drawing material. They will 
respond to and compare the work of contemporary artist Laura 
McKendry and great master Edgar Degas, and will share their 
thoughts in peer discussion. 
 
Pupils will discover the qualities of charcoal, opening their 
minds to the mark making possibilities. They will explore how 
charcoal responds to various complementary materials. Pupils 
will think about how they can experiment with mark making to 
create line, shape and tone. Pupils will begin to think about 
light and dark by being introduced to the term ‘Chiaroscuro’. 
 
Pupils will be reminded of the beginnings of drawing and use 
charcoal and their hands to make marks on a page. Pupils will 
gain experience using new techniques with charcoal such as 
smudging, erasing, and using fingers as a mark making tools. 
 
Option 1: Pupils will explore how they can use charcoal to 
respond to narrative and create a dramatic atmosphere. They 
will continue their exploration of chiaroscuro through creating 
dramatic sets. Pupils will consider tone, composition, texture, 
and depth when they build their dramatic sets. 
 
Option 2: Pupils will explore how they can use charcoal and 
gestural movements made by the body to explore charcoal 
dance and performance. Pupils will be introduced to an artist 
who creates large drawings using her whole body. They will 
share their thoughts about the work in class discussion. Pupils 
will respond to the space that you have, to create either large 
scale drawings using their whole bodies or by working in pairs 
using their hands and arms.  
 
Pupils will display their work, reflect and share what they like 
and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  

Pupils will become familiar with the term 
‘typography’. They will be introduced to designers 
who work with type to communicate thoughts and 
ideas visually. Pupils will create their own letters 
from cut up basic shapes in a playful way to think 
about the form of letters. They will work in their 
sketchbooks to consider what they like and what 
they might develop further. 
 
Pupils will create their own letters of a typeface. 
Working in large scale they will explore as many 
variations of letters, developing them into a whole 
word or a phrase. 
 
Pupils will work over maps / newspaper / pre-printed 
paper to create strong bold drawings that stand out 
over the background. Pupils will build confidence in 
their strong mark-making skills. 
 
Pupils will be introduced to artists who create maps. 
They will discover that maps can reveal things about 
the artist who made them, provide comments about 
a culture, place and time, or be based in imagination. 
They will respond to the work in class discussion and 
in their sketchbooks. Pupils will develop ideas from 
the typography activity in week 2, to build visual text 
for map making. 
 
Pupils will display their work, reflect and share what 
they like and what they would like to try again 
through peer discussion.  
Consider the creative journey, and the skills learnt 
through peer discussion.    

Draw
ing &

 Sketchbooks  



 
 SPRING 

Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

 
 
 

Simple Printmaking 
Printmaking, Collage, Sketchbooks 

Exploring the World Through Mono Print 
Printmaking (Mono Print), Drawing, Collage, Sketchbooks 

Making Mono Types 
Printmaking (Mono Print), Drawing, Sketchbooks 

Pupils use their hands and feet to explore printing 
patterns using their bodies.  
 
Pupils are introduced to primary paint colours and will 
demonstrate an understanding of how they can create 
a ‘print’ using controlled pressure and paint amounts. 
Pupils have time to experiment with line, shape and 
colour to create drawings over the top of their prints. 
 
Pupils collect textured objects which they will take 
rubbings from, using materials such as wax crayons or 
pencil crayons. Pupils work in sketchbooks or on large 
sheets to create compositions with their rubbings. 
 
Pupils are introduced to ‘relief printing’. They 
demonstrate their understanding of the relationship 
between a plate and a print through making either 
impressions in plasticine or creating a deep recess in 
foam board. Pupils demonstrate their understanding 
of using controlled pressure and paint amounts to 
create a print. Pupils have the opportunity to 
demonstrate an understanding of ‘repeat 
pattern/repetition’ using collage. 
 
Pupils will display their work, reflect and share what 
they like and what they would like to try again through 
peer discussion.  
 

Pupils will work in sketchbooks using hand-writing pens and 
soft B pencil to make close observational drawings of the 
natural world from images and film. Children will continue to 
develop their hand-eye coordination through slow drawing, 
picking out the things that interest them, playing with scale and 
line. 
 
Pupils will continue to develop their careful looking and mark 
making whilst they create small drawings of small objects. They 
will work in sketchbooks or on larger sheets of loose paper 
creating small drawings of lots of varied small objects.  
 
Pupils will explore the work of an artist who uses mono print. 
Pupils will learn how to create their own monoprints using 
carbon paper, creating observational drawings of objects. They 
will demonstrate that they can use oil pastel to experiment 
with colour, shape and line; taking creative risks to see what 
can be achieved with this technique. 
 
Pupils will continue to discover the potential of carbon paper 
mono prints whilst exploring narrative or invention. Pupils will 
discover without working towards a predefined outcome.  
 
Pupils will display their work, reflect and share what they like 
and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  
 

Pupils will become familiar with the term 
‘monotype’. They will explore the work of 
Kevork Mourad to find out about the concepts 
and processes that he uses. Pupils will 
respond by making visual notes to collect 
information in their sketchbook. 
 
Pupils will be reminded of the vast array of 
marks available to them through looking at 
others artist’s work. They will work in 
sketchbooks to create a lexicon of marks 
made by varying the tool, hold, pressure, 
speed, and intention of the way the mark is 
made. 
 
Pupils will explore how they can use 
monotype to create their own personal zines. 
They will respond to poetry by considering 
colour, line, shape, and words. They will use 
these components to capture the mood of the 
poem. Pupils will work in sketchbooks to 
generate ideas, explore, develop, and reflect. 
They will use the mark making skills from 
week 2 to create exciting monotypes, 
combining process, paintings, and collage. 
 
Pupils will display their work, reflect and share 
what they like and what they would like to try 
again through peer discussion.  
Consider the creative journey, and the skills 
learnt through peer discussion.    
 
 

 
 

Print, Paint, Collage  



 SUMMER 
Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

 Playful Making 
Sculpture, Drawing 

Telling Stories Through making 
Drawing, Sculpture, Sketchbooks 

Set Design 
Set Design, Making, Drawing, Sketchbooks 

Pupils will become familiar with the term 
‘sculpture’. Pupils will be introduced to the idea 
that sculptures are made by sculptors.  They will be 
involved in discussion about the work with their 
peers. Pupils will create drawings inspired by the 
sculptures that they have seen. 

Pupils will respond to prompts through making and 
constructing materials. They will demonstrate that 
they can experiment with materials without having 
a predefined outcome. Children will find out how 
they might attach more than one material together 
to construct new forms through trial and error. 

Pupils will apply what they found out about the 
properties of materials during lesson 2 and will 
push their exploration further by responding to the 
selected brief. Using their imaginations and hands, 
pupils will manipulate, build and invent sculptures. 
Sketchbooks will be used to record their findings. 

Pupils will reflect on their sculptures over the half 
term, sharing what they like and what they would 
like to try again through peer discussion. Pupils will 
identify what they learnt about different materials. 
They may photograph their work and stick photos 
into their sketchbooks. 

 

 Pupils will look at the work of artists Inbal Leitner and 
Rosie Hurley to see how they use their sketchbooks to 
develop characters and refine ideas. They will respond 
by filling a couple of pages in their sketchbooks with 
visual notes about what they are thinking and seeing. 
 
Pupils will try three simple exercises to help them 
draw from life and explore how we might use 
exaggeration as a tool to help us convey the intention 
of our drawing. Pupils will use line and shape and will 
also create a watercolour wash painting to consolidate 
all that they have learnt in the session. 
 
Pupils will translate text into imagery using shape and 
line. They will use their sketchbooks to respond to the 
original stimulus before developing a sculptural 
character, Pupils will, re-interpret, and re-invent the 
character whilst exploring the qualities of different 
materials. They will explore character, narrative, and 
context to create their sculptures showing 
consideration for form, texture, material, 
construction, and colour. 
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear space and 
reflect on the half term, sharing what they like and 
what they would like to try again through peer 
discussion.    

Pupils will be introduced to the role of a set designer 
working in theatre / animation. They will respond to the 
work of a designer through class / peer discussion as well as 
visually in their sketchbooks. They will make quick drawings 
of sculptures and the things that they see, including 
thoughts and feelings 
 
Pupils will draw, build, and paint. By the end of the 4 weeks, 
they will have built dramatic set in response to text. They 
will use sketchbooks throughout to come up with ideas, 
note thoughts, test materials, and reflect. Pupils will use 
charcoal to create expressive energetic drawings. They will 
consider the elements they might use within set design: the 
backdrop, the flats, the props and how the materials they 
used, and the way they used them, all help work together 
to build a sense of place. 
 
Pupils will be introduced to two set designers who make 
sets for animations. They will use their sketchbooks to 
become familiar with their chosen creative stimulus, to 
generate ideas and plan, consider structure and placement, 
and think about colour and texture before building their set. 
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear space and walk 
around the work as if they are in a gallery, sharing what 
they like about their own and each other's work.  
  
Pupils will work in pairs or teams to document their work 
using cameras or Ipads.  
 

OR OR OR 

 
 
 
 

W
orking in 3 Dim

ensions  



 Making Birds 
Sculpture, Drawing, Collage, Sketchbooks 

Making Animated Drawings 
Drawing, Making, Sketchbooks 

Architecture: Big or Small 
Making, Drawing, Sketchbooks 

Pupils become familiar with using film as a source to 
create observational drawings of birds. Pupils look 
carefully and slowly as they draw, creating a range of 
different marks and line using B pencils, handwriting 
pens and pastels. 

Pupils create drawings of feathers working from real 
life. They will recall the mark making that they have 
used throughout the year and will continue to 
explore new ways of making marks. Pupils work in 
sketchbooks or on large pieces of paper to 
experiment with how paper size changes the nature 
of mark making. Pupils demonstrate that they can 
create marks with a range of materials and have 
made conscious choices about which materials they 
want to use. 

Pupils demonstrate that they can intuitively 
transform paper to create 3d forms by tearing, 
crumpling, and collaging. Pupils demonstrate this by 
either making rubbings, turning paper into feathers 
or manipulating paper 2d into 3d. In each of the 
activities, pupils will explore and invent to develop 
their making and creativity skills. 

Pupils engage with artists work to think about and 
articulate what it is they think of the artwork in their 
sketchbooks or in class discussion. They draw upon 
the skills learnt in week 1, 2 & 3 to make choices 
about materials and structures to create their own 
sculptures of birds. Pupils demonstrate an 
understanding of how to make things balance 
through exploration and play. 

Pupils collaborate to create a flock of birds using 
their individual sculptures. Pupils engage in class 
discussion about their individual and collective work. 

 Pupils will become familiar with the term ‘animation’ 
and will be introduced to how they can use a 
sequence of drawings to create a moving image. They 
will use their sketchbooks to practice drawing skills 
using a handwriting pen.  
 
Pupils will explore what might be possible when you 
make paper puppets through being shown a variety of 
animations. Pupils will use sketchbooks to gather and 
consolidate information by making visual notes about 
what they are shown. They will also respond to the 
work through peer discussion. Pupils will begin to plan 
their own puppet and the simple movements it might 
make. 
 
Pupils will make their own moveable drawings, using 
their imagination to think about what character they 
want to make and how they might make it move. They 
will consider joints, line and mark making. Pupils will 
explore the work of Lauren Child and will respond to 
the information by making some visual notes. Pupils 
will make a background for the moveable drawing 
following an appropriate theme. They will work 
collaboratively to create a shared background for all 
the puppets / They will draw their own individual 
backgrounds relating to their puppet. If there is time 
pupils will use basic digital software to capture their 
puppets moving. 
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear space / watch 
their animations and reflect on the half term, sharing 
what they like and what they would like to try again 
through peer discussion.    
 

Pupils will be introduced to two different artists who are 
inspired by the land and city where they live. Pupils will 
see how artists involve different materials and media. 
Pupil will respond to the work of artist through class 
discussion and in their sketchbooks. They will compare 
the artists and identify things which might be of interest 
to them in their own work. 
 
Pupils will extend bought or made sketchbooks by 
adding concertina pages. They will add pages of 
different sizes and ratios using cartridge paper or 
neutral sugar paper so that a variety of media can be 
used next week. They make some pages long and thin 
and others fat and wide. 
 
Pupils will be introduced to a plein air painter. They will 
respond to the work of the artist through class / peer 
discussion as well as visually in their sketchbooks. They 
will make quick drawings of the things that they see and 
note down 
 their thoughts and feelings. Pupils will work in their 
sketchbooks outside with the emphasis being on 
exploration and experimentation. They will discover 
how they can use different combinations of media to 
capture the energy and spirit of an outdoor space 
through a set of drawing challenges.  
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear space and walk 
around the work as if they are in a gallery, sharing what 
they like about their own and each other's work.   
   
Pupils will work in pairs or teams to document their 
work using cameras or Ipads.   
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